
 
 

Malcolm Ray, P.E., Ph.D. 
PO Box 312 
12 Main Street 
Canton, ME 04221 
         November 30, 2010 
 
RE: Canton Dam Replacement Project (MHPC #1726-10) 
 
Dear Malcolm, 
 
 In preparation to respond to a recent request for proposal for archaeological phase I 
survey of the proposed Canton Dam Replacement Project Area, the Northeast Archaeology 
Research Center, Inc. (NE ARC) conducted limited background research and a field inspection of 
the project area.  The background research was completed by NE ARC, Historical Archaeologist, 
Stephen Scharoun and the field inspection was completed by Stephen and Michael Brigham, NE 
ARC, Level 1 Approved archaeologist on November 2, 2010.  As detailed more fully below, the 
NE ARC recommends that archaeological phase I survey work is not necessary prior to the 
construction of the proposed dam and boat launch.    
 
Background Research 
 A number of potentially significant historic resources within or in close proximity to the 
proposed project area were identified through archival research preparatory to a field inspection 
conducted by NE ARC, November 2, 2010.  Norman Vashaw’s historical sketch of Canton 
indicates that the water power of Whitney Brook, the outlet of Lake Anasagunticook was first 
developed in 1814, by Gustave Hayford, after whom the village was first named.  He is credited 
with constructing a saw mill and grist mill at the dam.  A tannery was added to the mill complex 
in 1819 and a carding/fulling mill in 1830.  Carriage and casket-making shops were also built at 
this water power site.  Reportedly, a second dam was built to supplement the power required by 
the various industries.  A comparison of historic maps of the village for the years 1858 and 1880 
depict the lay out of the water powered mill and tannery complex.  On the 1858 map, the saw and 
grist mills and tannery appear within the near vicinity of the current project area, at the site of the 
present dam.  A similar arrangement appears on the 1880 map of the village, showing an 
expanded tannery, the saw and grist mills and other unidentified mill/commercial buildings 
directly on Whitney Brook below the dam.  The 1880 map depicts the railyard of the Rumford 
Falls & Buckfield Railroad, showing rail sidings, depot, engine house (with turntable), car shed 
and woodshed. 
 

Field Inspection 
Proposed Dam Site 
 The new dam is proposed for an area largely unoccupied throughout the historic period.  
A ca. 1940s aerial view depicts the sprawling tannery complex, the rail siding, dam and portions 
of the village center.  Within the general area of the proposed APE are shown side yards of the 
tannery containing what appear to be linear stacks of hides.  There was also a narrow bridge 
spanning the mill pond within or adjacent to the APE.  The bridge is supported by concrete piers, 
sections of which remain and have been employed in the construction of a temporary dam 
upstream of the proposed new dam site (Figure 1).  This construction and two additional 
structures, one a building of concrete blocks (west side) and one poured concrete building feature, 
both of whose functions are currently unknown but determined not to be historically significant,   
together with the present dam abutments and the raised millpond embankment, have significantly 
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diminished archaeological sensitivity for Native American and early 19th century mill/tannery 
related features.  The APE of the new dam project avoids a direct impact on archaeological 
deposits and structural remains related to the above-mentioned historic structures and features, 
which were located at and below the present dam.   
 

Proposed Boat Launch 

 A few meters upstream from the proposed new dam is the location of the proposed boat 
launch.  Historic maps indicate the APE falls between the millpond and the former railbed.  
According to historic maps, the railyard car shed and engine house appear to be upstream from 
the proposed boat launch area.  Probing with a soil coring device and visual inspection along the 
east shore of the impoundment indicates that the landform has been artificially raised a minimum 
of one meter.  Observed surficial modifications throughout the east shoreline of the general 
project area include evidence of mechanical grading and large-scale dumping of piled rocks and 
cobbles.   An attempt to locate remains of the railyard engine house/turntable and car house was 
largely unsuccessful.  Approximately 15-20 meters east of the millpond within the general 
vicinity of the proposed boat launch are partially intact remnants of a railside, stone-built 
foundation or loading dock, measuring minimally, 5.0 m x 15 m.  Historic maps indicate that this 
feature may be a contributing, but secondary element of the railyard/late period tannery complex.  
The degree of surficial ground disturbance in the immediate vicinity of this feature is extensive.  
Research potential and historical significance of these structural remains is expected to be 
minimal. 
 

Recommendation 

 Based on preliminary background research and visual inspection of the proposed project 
areas for the new dam and boat launch, NE ARC recommends no additional archaeological 
investigations are needed prior to the construction of the Canton Dam on Whitney Brook.   
 Please do not hesitate to contact us if you have any questions about this recommendation.  
Good luck with your project. 
 
       Sincerely, 

 

 

       Stephen R. Scharoun, M.A. 
       Project Director, NE ARC 
 
 
 
       Michael S. Brigham 
       Field Director, NE ARC      
cc: Dr. Arthur Spiess (MHPC)
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Figure 1. View northeast (downstream) of the proposed Canton Dam Replacement Project 
between the concrete bridge pylons and boulder temporary dam and the old dam in the 
background. 


